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	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91012 version 2
Describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue

	Resource title: What Will Happen When …?

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-91012-02-4432

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Geography 91012. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This assessment activity requires students to describe the nature of a contemporary geographic issue, describe viewpoints relating to this issue, evaluate courses of action, and make a fully justified recommendation.

The context provided is fictional. Woolwear Ltd has given six months’ notice that its one New Zealand factory (in the city of Eastwood) will close and that operations will move to China. This decision affects the local people and has political, economic, and social aspects. The issue may also affect the urban environment if the factory buildings are not sold and are left to decline. 

Adapt this assessment activity to a suitable local context that engages your students. Ensure that you select or negotiate an issue within a contemporary geographic setting in New Zealand. Adapt the task, resources, and Assessment Schedule to suit your context.

A contemporary geographic issue refers to a controversy that affects people and/or the environment and includes a spatial dimension. The issue may be political, economic, social, or environmental. Students could explore, for example: roading and/or traffic problems; land use, for example, proposals to develop a mine, a wind farm, or a ski field; a new development in an area, for example, building a new retirement village, factory, or sports facility; beach erosion; demographic changes; closure of services; water pollution.

Conditions

This assessment activity will take place over two weeks of in- and out-of-class time. 

Assess students individually.

Give the students opportunities to do further research at home. They can use additional material from home as they complete this activity.

Resource requirements

Provide students with background or contextual information relevant to the contemporary geographic issue (for an example, see Resource B), and a range of viewpoints from various people or groups and organisations (see Resource C). This may be presented in a simple format.

Information must be substantial enough for students to understand the various viewpoints, evaluate different courses of action, and make a fully justified recommendation.

Additional information

Before beginning this assessment activity, help the students to gain an understanding of the geographic setting of the context you have chosen. They could use an atlas to find the location and extent of the area, or detailed maps to identify natural and cultural features of the area.

Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Geography 91012: Describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue

Resource reference: Geography 1.6B v3
Resource title: What Will Happen When …?
Credits: 3

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with 
Excellence 

	Describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.
	Describe, in-depth, aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.
	Comprehensively describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.


Student instructions

Introduction

This activity requires you to describe the nature of a contemporary geographic issue, describe viewpoints relating to this issue, evaluate courses of action, and make a fully justified recommendation.

Woolwear Limited (a knitwear and clothing company) has given six months’ notice that its only New Zealand factory (in the city of Eastwood) will close. To get the benefit of cheaper labour and transport rates, Woolwear’s owner plans to move operations to China. 

This decision has had an immediate effect on many people’s lives and on employment opportunities in Eastwood. The issue has political, economic, and social aspects. Depending on what happens to the factory buildings, closure may also have an impact on the environment. The proposed closure affects a lot of people right now and will continue to have impacts in the future.

The affected workers and factory management have expressed strong views. Members of the community and local businesses have also commented.
You can do further research at home so that you understand the geographic issue in greater depth. Bring any relevant material that will help you complete the activity.

You have two weeks of class time to complete this assessment activity.

You will be assessed on how well you are able to describe the nature of the issue and different viewpoints, describe and assess possible courses of action, and make a recommendation. 

Teacher note: Adapt the specific focus and/or other conditions of this activity to suit your context.

Task

Describe the nature of the geographic issue

Outline what the issue is about.

Describe the location of the area where the issue has arisen and state how the location is important to/linked to the issue. You could use an annotated map.

Describe the natural and cultural features related to the issue and how the issue affects people and the environment.

Describe viewpoints

Identify and fully describe two different viewpoints on the issue.

For each viewpoint provide detailed reasons why an individual, group, or organisation holds it. Incorporate beliefs, values, and/or perspectives in your answer.
Use specific information from the resources provided or from resources you have brought from home.

Use appropriate geographic terminology and concepts.

Evaluate courses of action

Study the courses of action outlined in Resource A.

Identify the strengths and weaknesses of each course of action. 

Record them on a two-column table headed “Strengths” and “Weaknesses”.

Use specific evidence to describe why they are strengths or weaknesses.
Assess each by commenting on their relative significance to the issue. 

Make a fully justified recommendation

Draw up an evaluation sheet with the following question headers.

· Which course of action is the best option?

· Why have I recommended this course of action? 

· Why is this course of action better than the other options? 

Provide detailed reasons.

Allow enough space for detailed answers. Alternatively, head each question as you begin to answer it.

Resource A: Courses of action

The possible courses of action for factory manager Monty Cooke are:

· keep the Woolwear factory operational, as is, in Eastwood

· close the factory completely and move Woolwear’s operations to Shanghai

· find a modification to the first two options, for example, staying open in Eastwood but changing the retail price of his products; altering the range of goods manufactured in Eastwood – perhaps dropping less profitable lines and concentrating on high-value or new products such as possum fibre–merino wool blends; moving some product lines to China and keeping a specialist operation for some product lines in Eastwood.

Teacher note: Replace these courses of action with ones that relate to the specific contemporary geographic issue your students are exploring.

Resource B: Eastwood and Woolwear Limited

Eastwood is a small regional city and port with a population of 31,000. Eastwood developed as the hub of a farming region producing wool, meat, and timber and later fruit and vegetables, including grapes for the wine industry. Transport in and out of Eastwood was originally by coastal shipping and more recently by air, rail, or truck. The nearest large export ports are at least a half day away by road transport.

The big meat-processing plant has closed down, and the harbour is now used mainly by a local fishing fleet and tourist operators. The export timber mill has also closed down.

Eastwood has a canning and freezing factory (processing mainly peas, corn, and tomato products) and several small wineries. A lot of the grapes grown locally are sent to out-of-area wine producers. Tourism has created new jobs, but many of these are seasonal and casual.

Unemployment is higher than the national average (at 8.3%). There are a number of small townships near Eastwood, but these do not offer many employment options. The nearest cities (to the north and the south) are both over 200 kilometres away.

Eastwood’s Woolwear factory was started in the early 1900s. It used local wools to produce a range of yarns and also clothing for farmers (thick socks, woollen gloves, work shirts, beanies). Later, Woolwear began producing a fashion range of knitwear. The current factory owner, Monty Cooke, has diversified into wool–cotton blends, which Woolwear uses to produce winter-weight shirts and blouses.

Monty now feels his best option is to move production of all the clothing ranges to China, although he has strong connections to Eastwood. Woolwear was established by his grandfather and has been family owned and operated throughout. Monty appreciates the loyalty and skills of his workers. He is discussing his options with the local council and business group and talking with his workers about their concerns.

Resource C: Viewpoints on the proposal

	“I am concerned at a lack of employment in the town. There will be less choice for the young people once they have finished secondary school because our city is quite small,” says Mayor Noble, “and a lot of our jobs are casual and support summer tourism. Eastwood Woolwear sponsors many events in the community, such as the annual under-15s soccer tournament. The company also helps the kayaking club purchase new equipment. This will all be lost if the factory closes.”
	Harry Noble

(mayor)

	Kiran is worried that closing the Woolwear factory may cause the building to become derelict, which will encourage graffiti and visual pollution. Kiran also points out that 87 people will lose their jobs. “That is a lot of people for our city. Most of them will have to move away to find jobs, and that will make our city even smaller. With fewer people spending their money in the shops here, other businesses will have a hard time and will lose money.”
	Kiran Patel

(supermarket manager and town councillor)

	“If the factory closes, I will lose my job,” says Jasper Patel. “I might have to leave this town in search of work. My family won’t be very happy if I lose my job. We have to pay school fees and a mortgage, and pay for repairs on my car. It will be really hard to pay those bills without my income. Moving away will be hard on my family. We have good friends and family here. We would have to start over.”
	Jasper Patel

(factory worker)

	“I will be sorry to go, and I don’t want to cause hardship to my staff, but this move will benefit New Zealand consumers,” claims Monty Cooke. “I am moving my factory to Shanghai, where production costs, especially labour costs, are much cheaper. This will give our products a competitive edge. Ultimately, this will mean that New Zealanders can buy my clothes at a cheaper price. Besides, I can no longer compete with similar companies if I remain in New Zealand. If I try to stay here, my operations will be at risk.”
	Monty Cooke 
(factory owner/manager)

	“I can see an opportunity to use the front building on Buckley’s Road for an entertainment centre for teenagers,” says Tane. “Some of them have a lot of disposable income, and this will help my new business succeed. This entertainment centre will provide a focal point in the community. It will give the young people something to do on weekends. I’ve got a few ideas for the big back building too.”
	Tane Hodges

(businessman)

	“Maybe Monty could think about alternative solutions – he could move his main operation to China to get the cheaper labour and production costs he says he needs, but still make use of some of his plant and his skilled workers here in Eastwood. What about investigating special, high-value yarns and products, like possum fibre–merino wool blends?”
	Elisabeth Anderson

(sheep farmer and member of the local business association)


Assessment schedule: Geography 91012 What Will Happen When …?
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student describes aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.

The student:

· describes the nature of the geographic issue, which could include a description of: 
· its location, stating why the location is important or how it is linked to the issue
· any natural and/or cultural features relevant to the issue

· how the issue affects people and the environment. 

· describes two different viewpoints on the contemporary geographic issue and provides straightforward reasons for these viewpoints
· describes a strength and a weakness of different courses of action
· recommends an appropriate course of action and provides a reason.

For example (partial extracts):

Geographic issue

“Woolwear, located in Eastwood, is closing down and moving to Shanghai. Eastwood is a small regional city with a population of 31,000. It is located 200 kilometres from Alton or Parksville, the nearest major towns to the north and south. Location is important. Because Eastwood is a bit isolated and transport costs are high, several things have closed, such as the freezing works and one of the big timber mills. New factories or similar are unlikely to be started there because of the isolated location. Unemployment levels are quite high. The 87 people employed by Woolwear will not have much chance to find work, and there are no nearby cities they can commute to for work.

“Those 87 people will either be unemployed or may be forced to leave the area to find work. The local economy of Eastwood will be affected.”
Viewpoints

“Monty Cooke believes that the factory should close. This is because the costs of production, especially labour costs, are cheaper in Shanghai.

“Kiran Patel believes that the factory should not close. This is because the closure could have a bad effect on the environment. The empty building could become an eyesore.”
Courses of action
“1. Keep the factory open

“Strength: This means the factory will remain open. No jobs will be lost.

“Weakness: The price of the company’s products will have to increase for the consumer, and Monty Cooke says he may not be able to continue to operate in the future.

“2. Move operations to Shanghai

“Strength: An entertainment centre can be built in the former factory building.

“Weakness: Sponsorship of local youth teams will stop.
“3. Alter the proposal

“Strength: The factory will remain open, but only a few goods will be made there. Most will be produced in Shanghai. With fewer workers, the factory will cost less to run than it does now.

“Weakness: Many workers will still lose their jobs.”
Recommendation

“The best option is to leave things as they are. This is the best option because no jobs will be lost and no people have to move away from Eastwood.”
	The student describes, in-depth, aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.

The student:

· describes the nature of the geographic issue, which could include a description of:
· its location, stating why the location is important or how it is linked to the issue

· any natural and/or cultural features relevant to the issue

· how the issue affects people and the environment. 

· describes in detail two different viewpoints on the contemporary geographic issue using specific information
· describes one or more strengths and weaknesses of different courses of action and assesses each by commenting on their relative importance
· recommends an appropriate course of action and justifies their recommendation with detailed reasons.
For example (partial extracts):

Geographic issue

“Woolwear is located in Eastwood, a small regional city with a population of 31,000. Eastwood has been a service centre for farming since it was established, but it is relatively isolated, with high transport costs in and out, so some industries have closed (the meat plant and a timber mill) and other produce leaves the area to be processed (grapes grown for the big wineries). The loss of permanent jobs has contributed to unemployment levels (8.3%) that are higher than the national average.

“New manufacturing jobs are unlikely to come to Eastwood because of its isolated location. The Woolwear staff will have difficulty finding other work and cannot commute as the nearest urban centres are both over 200 kilometres away. That means 87 people will be unemployed or must completely leave the area to find work.”
Viewpoints

“Monty Cooke believes that he must close the factory because the costs of production, especially labour costs, are cheaper in Shanghai. The minimum wage in New Zealand is $15.00 per hour for machinists, compared with $4.00 per hour in Shanghai. Also, in the northern hemisphere and near a large international port, he will be able to get some economies in transport costs.

“Kiran Patel believes that the factory closure could have a bad effect on the urban environment. The empty buildings could become a rundown eyesore and graffiti magnet. The empty buildings could be dangerous for local children who play in the park nearby.”
Course of action
“Keep the factory open

“Strength: This means no jobs will be lost. For the workers and their families, this is a very strong reason for leaving things as they are.

“Weakness: The price of the company’s products will increase, and consumers will not buy as many clothes from this factory. Eventually it might have to close anyway. This is a major weakness of this option.”
Recommendation

“Keeping the factory open is best for the town and the factory workers because it means that there will not be a big loss of jobs in Eastwood. The factory workers will have income to support their families and/or to be independent. Young people have the option of gaining employment in the region once they finish school. Local sports teams will still have financial support to help them compete. Monty Cooke will have to look for some ways of holding his costs in the future, however.”
	The student comprehensively describes aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue. 
The student:

· describes the nature of the geographic issue, which could include a description of: 

· its location, stating why the location is important or how it is linked to the issue

· any natural and/or cultural features relevant to the issue

· how the issue affects people and the environment. 

· fully describes different viewpoints on the contemporary geographic issue and provides specific reasons for these. The description incorporates values, beliefs, and/or perspectives and uses geographic terminology and concepts
· describes one or more strengths and weaknesses of different courses of action, and assesses each by commenting on their relative importance
· fully supports a recommended course of action with detailed reasons. The student gives evidence why this recommendation is more appropriate than other courses of action.

For example (partial extracts):

More detail is provided in the description of the nature of the issue and the description/assessment of strengths and weaknesses. While this is not specifically required for Excellence, it does show a comprehensive understanding of the issue.

Geographic issue

“Woolwear is located in Eastwood, a small regional city with a population of 31,000. Eastwood began as a thriving service centre for farming in the days of coastal shipping. Today its distance from export ports counts against it. High transport costs in and out have led to some industries closing (the meat plant and a big timber mill). Other produce leaves the area to be processed (grapes grown for the big wineries). The loss of permanent jobs in manufacturing and processing has contributed to unemployment levels above the national average (8.3%). Manufacturing and processing jobs are unlikely to be replaced by similar jobs because of Eastwood’s isolated location, and loss of these kinds of jobs also has an effect on other kinds of employment in the area.”
Viewpoints

“Monty Cooke believes that he must close the factory because the costs of production, especially labour costs, are cheaper in Shanghai. The minimum wage in New Zealand is $15.00 per hour for machinists, compared with $4.00 per hour in Shanghai. Also, in the northern hemisphere and near a large international port, he will be able to get some economies in transport costs. Monty also believes that his clothing lines can be sold more cheaply in New Zealand if they are produced in Shanghai. He argues that this change in location of the factory will benefit New Zealand consumers.

“Kiran Patel believes that the factory closure could have a bad effect on the urban environment. The empty buildings could become a rundown eyesore and graffiti magnet and dangerous for local children who play in the park nearby. But Kiran is more worried that people will have to move to find new jobs. This is likely to reduce Eastwood’s population and opportunities still further. With fewer people to spend their money in the town, other businesses will suffer. If people see Eastwood as lacking in opportunity, they are even less likely to go there.”
Course of action
“Keep the factory open

“Strength: This means no jobs will be lost. For the workers and their families, this is a very strong reason for leaving things as they are.

“Weakness: The price of the company’s products will increase, and consumers will not buy as many clothes from this factory. The raised prices may not be able to keep up with the factory’s other costs. Eventually Woolwear might have to close anyway.”
Recommendation

“Keeping the factory open looks like the best option for the town and the factory workers because it means there will not be a big loss of jobs in Eastwood. The factory workers will have income to support their families and/or to be independent. Young people have the option of gaining employment in the region once they finish school. Local sports teams will still have financial support to help them compete. But Monty Cooke will have to look for some ways of holding his costs in the future. So it looks like the third course of action, modifying his operations, would be best overall. He may need to drop some less profitable lines or look for new, ‘clean and green’ New Zealand products or more efficient ways of working. Or he may be able to move some lines to China and keep a smaller workforce doing special products in Eastwood. The factory might not employ as many staff as before, but it would continue to contribute to the local economy.”


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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